BSE: a decade on--Part I.
Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), popularly known as "mad cow disease", was discovered in 1986 and has accounted for the deaths of over 165,000 cattle in the UK (by the end of January, 1997) with about 34,000 (mainly dairy) herds involved. The syndrome in the cow includes changes in posture and temperament, apprehension, and loss of coordination. There are many parallels with scraple in sheep, with similar neuropathological changes in the hindbrain that give it a spongiform appearance under the microscope. The facts have been broadly reviewed in The Lancet in 1990 and 1993, and in much more detail elsewhere. In a two-part article, the first of which appears here, we now summarise recent developments.